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countdown 


_ Final Exam Preparation Tips 


CQ) Say NO oe 


inals week brings out 
the best and worst in 
students at The Beach. 
With exams, projects 
and presentations 
looming, it’s understandable as 


Say 


to why. The Daily 49er gathered 
some tips for getting through one 
of the most stressful times of 

the semester. To read memoirs 
of a finals week nightmare, 

see page 9. 


- to Cramming 


* Study in intervals of 20 - 50 minutes 

* Giving yourself 5 - 10 minute breaks 
in between is beneficial 

* Distributing learning over time can 


benefit long-term retention 


to Cardio 


* Science states that 20 minutes of 
cardio can improve your memory 

* You can dance, jog or power walk 

* Exercise will increase your energy 
level and reduce effects of stress 


Food for Thought 


Super Foods for Brainpower Caffeine for Energy Boost 


+ Sufficient levels of both EPA and DHA in Salmon ar 
can help manage stress and helps make Cot-Coln Red Bull 
3 serotonin, a good mood brain chemical. Starbucks 2 Energy Drink 


Soft Drink : : 
Dark Roast Coffee Caffeine Content: 44mg" Belle Omer Sane 
Caffeine Content: 260mg* 


* Whole grains contain | 

glucose that can help : 

keep you mentally alert 
throughout the day. 


* Broccoli is great source of vitamin K, 
which is known to enhance cognitive 
function and improve brainpower. 


* Dark chocolate contains 
endorphins, which can help 
diminish the negative effects 
of stress and boost attention span, 


* Nuts have a good intake of vitamin E 
which can help prevent cognitive decline. 


*Caffeine value is an approximate value at 16 fl. oz. 


Infographics: Stephanie Hak | Sources: BBC, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Starbucks, The State University of New York 
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CSULB documents campus trees 


Facilities department and 
students work together to 
create a comprehensive 
index of plants and trees 
on campus. 


students about the broader issues of global 
warming, droughts and the environmental 
issues created by climate change. 

“There is a major misconception when 
you see a really green bush that people tend 
to think a plant uses a lot of water, said 
Ochoa. 

To record each plant for the plant index, 


years ago and has continued with the help 
from volunteers from the climate action and 
sustainability course each semester. 

“All of the plants on campus have been 
identified and now students are finishing up 
by referencing materials online? said Brian 
McKinnon, grounds and landscape manager. 


“[We] would like to have a website developed 
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By Roberto Herrera and students go out on campus to take pictures where students can access the plant index ea 
Priscilla Aguilera of each plant and use reference pictures easily.” 
Staff Writers P P ¥ Howers: 


There are 8,000 trees on campus and the 
facilities department knows every one of 
them by a number. Students and employees 
of the Physical Planning and Facilities Man- 
agement Department are planning to publish 
an index of every plant and tree found on the 
322- acre Cal State Long Beach campus. 

Originally, the index was intended to serve 
as a basic training resource for the grounds 
department to have when checking on the 
specific maintenance of each plant. But, 
it will also allow plant enthusiasts to walk 
around campus and see exactly what Califor- 
nia landscapes have to offer. 

“We wanted to share with people the 
understanding that the plants on campus 
are mostly drought tolerant and don't use a 
whole lot of water,’ said Nicolas Ochoa, a se- 
nior geology major at CSULB. 

Ochoa is_a student assistant working 
for the PPFM department, supervising the 
plant identification project. He works with 
students who volunteer from the climate ac- 
tion and sustainability class, which teaches 


from the web. The information regarding - 


the amount of water or sunlight each type 
of plant needs to thrive is mostly researched 
online, according te Ochoa and McKinnon. 

Because none of the trees or plants on 
campus are planted randomly, certain plants 
need a specific amount of sunlight and water 
to grow properly. 

“Last semester, I was working on a re- 
search essay about the plants on campus and 
I couldn't find any previous information, 
said Alejandra Lopez, a junior environmen- 
tal science and policy major. “This tool would 
have been very nice to have during that time” 

Besides being an extensive reference guide 
for grounds workers and student researchers, 
students in general will also find the resource 
valuable for their personal use. 

“Everyone is going to eventually have 
a home and you might want to garden one 
day,” said junior biology major Kevin Mar- 
tinez. “For that reason, you might want to 
know how to take care of plants, like how 
they grow and where they grow best.” 

The data entry process for the plant and 
tree identification project started about two 


As for the trees, the way data is recorded is 
much more intricate and sophisticated. 

Currently, there are 8,000 trees — about 
one per every four and a half students — re- 
corded in the database and approximately 
183 species of trees are planted on campus. 

PPEM uses a program called ArborPro, 
which is a program that records detailed 
information on every single tree located on 
campus. 

ArborPro includes a Google Earth view of 
the campus that pinpoints every single tree. 
When a specific tree is clicked on, it shows 
data that includes the tree's history as far as 
when it’s been pruned, whether or not it has 
had any pest, disease or fungi issues and if it 
has been treated with chemicals. 

The detail on every tree can even go as far 
as to what type of bark or root the tree has. 

Currently there is about one tree for every 
four and a half students enrolled — 8,393 trees 
for 36,000 students. 

The volunteers of the plant index project 
plan on finishing within the next year or so. 
A date for publishing has yet to be deter- 
mined. 
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SANTA ANA COLLEGE 


Earn full semester credit during the summer! 


-Finish general education requirements QUICKER. 
-Get additional credits BEFORE fall semester. 


SANTA ANA 
COLLEGE 


Enroll now—summer classes run 


June 19 - August 11 


www.sac.edu 
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NEWS 3 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Remembering the Los Angeles riots 


Faculty and staff recall their 
experiences during the 1992 
riots. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


Twenty-five years ago, the verdict clearing four 
police officers of the beating of Rodney King led to 
rioting in the streets of Los Angeles County, from 
South Central Los Angeles to Long Beach. 

This was the reality for faculty and staff of Cal 
State Long Beach from April 29 to May 4, 1992. 
Some were in school, while others were working; 
but all felt an effect of the riots. 

Videos of the inciting incident showed Los An- 
geles Police Department officers beating King with 
batons. Outrage had long been boiling because 
of previous incidents like this that community 
members reported in interactions with the LAPD, 
mirroring the backlash that police shootings have 
continued to produce to this day. 

CSULB film professor Rafael Nieto worked for 
Spanish-language television network Telemundo 
when he took an assignment to shoot footage for a 
news story on the riots in Los Angeles. 

Equipped with a camera, a tripod and micro- 
phones, Nieto tried to get as close as he could to the 
intersection of Florence and Normandie Avenues, 
where a man named Reginald Denny was removed 
from his vehicle and beaten by rioters — even being 
hit with a brick to the back of his head by one man. 

“We could hear the cops [via police radio] say- 


Padfolio 
14.99 


as head, the 
sfocion, The 
Be eyes Ghat 
ber 

med hig can 
ran estab 
pital Cuurts 


was quickly 
glass, about 
relligg. with 


eae sioke, 
mes could 
buristic aci- 


ater in 1A. 
ests of the 
| pretest had 
ied to a mew 


Etat at that 


Avenue, in South-Central Los Angeles. 


back. 


ne who Rady 
| hud failed ‘thal point. 


iis eer te te ed 


ing, “This can’t be good ... awaiting orders, what 
are your orders?’ and they said from the very top, 
Chief [Daryl] Gates told them to stand down and 
just let them do whatever they were going to do,’ 
Nieto recalled. “And we couldn't believe that” 
Because law enforcement stopped permitting 
news crews from entering the zone where the inci- 
dent took place, Nieto had to film from two blocks 
north on Normandie Avenue and Lubec Street. 
From there, he got footage of the neighborhood 
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Aman sweeps the debris from fires and looting off the 
sidewalks in front of a furniture store oo Western 


gear and batons in hand, were not confronting : the 
crowd. They were barricading certain street seeks 
but seemed t have no real crowd control stratesy at 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
Images of the Los Angeles riots from the Daily 49er anthology, Vol. 43, 1992. 


homes and the choppers above them. 

“So I did get some beauty shots. And I was start- 
ing to pack my gear and walk toward my van,’ Nie- 
to said. “All of a sudden these guys came over” 

Three men who were among those attacking 
Denny earlier approached Nieto and demanded 
that he surrender his camera and equipment to 
them. Nieto stood up to the three men, singling out: 
one who he assumed was the leader because the 
other two stood by-as he confronted Nieto. 


* Valid on any one Alumni or Grad 2017 Clothing Item 
at The University Bookstore or Beach on 2nd Street. 


Not valid with any other Sale, Coupon, or Discount 
Expires 5/31/17 


$5 OFF* 
any Alumni or Grad 2017 
Clothing Item 


‘Tm going to get to you,’ Nieto said as he 
clutched his tripod like a weapon. “Then, if you 
guys want to take me out, you're welcome to. But 
you are definitely not getting my gear,’ Nieto re- 
plied. 

The men backed off and Nieto resumed his job: 
recording interviews with people from the neigh- 
borhood who watched the confrontation between 
Nieto and the men. They wanted to communicate 
that they are all law-abiding citizens and that the 
behavior was not representative of them. 

“Tm not going out looking for fights, but at the 
same time, I have work to do,’ Nieto said. “I got 
paid and I made it out of there” 

Life was also impacted by those not as close to 
the riots as Nieto. 

Educational Opportunity Program Access and 
Retention Advisor Art Medina was a student at 
Millikan High School in Long Beach when the ri- 
oting began. 

“T smelt fire, I saw smoke, but I didn’t mess 
around. I went straight home,” Medina said. 

Medina said that at school, teachers did ac- 
knowledge what was going on, and the riots pro- 
vided people an opportunity to understand each 
other's struggles more than they would have be- 
fore. 

“Tt gave the opportunity for a lot of brown kids 
to talk about their experiences,” he said. 

Medina described the mood at school pertain- 
ing to the riots as “don’t cause more trouble than 
there is and let's talk about our feelings.” 


see RIOTS, page 4 


4 NEWS 


HOMELESS 


Less seems more 


Long Beach homeless 
count down, despite 
what residents think. 


By Megan Hofilena and 


Brennon Dixson 
Staff Writers 


The city of Long Beach recently 
announced the results of the 2017 
Biennial Homeless Count to reveal 
a 21 percent reduction in the total 
number of persons experiencing 
homelessness in the city. 

Despite the decrease, some Long 
Beach residents feel that they have 
noticed no change. 

“If you go down an alleyway in 
the city, then chances are you'll see 
homeless people scanning the cans 
or pushing their carts around,” said 
junior marine biology major and 
Long Beach resident Xavi Harper, 
who lives on Seventh Street in west- 
side Long Beach. 

Still, city officials are adamant 
that homelessness is down across the 
board. 

“We know that sentiments of resi- 
dents are opposite of what the results 
show,” said Elsa Ramos, coordinator 
of the Multi-Service Center for the 
Homeless. 

According to city officials, in 2015 


FINALS WEEK (% MAY 13-19 


_ SATURDAY 5/1: 


there were over 2,300 homeless peo- 


ple living in Long Beach, while today 
there are closer to 1,800. 

Ramos attributes the drop in 
homeless residents to the numer- 
ous beautification efforts happen- 
ing throughout the city, mainly the 
cleanup along the Los Angeles River 
corridor. 

The LA River was a hotbed for 
homelessness. 

Throughout LA County, hundreds 
of people have sought the river as a 
temporary or permanent living solu- 
tion. 

With the beautification initiatives 
and cleanup, a large concentration of 
homeless people in the Long Beach 
area have been forced to disperse 
elsewhere. 

“This population shift has led 
some to believe there is an overall in- 
crease in homelessness, when in ac- 
tuality there are fewer homeless indi- 
viduals,” city officials said in a press 
release. However, some of the popu- 
lation has shifted to areas outside of 
traditional concentration areas. 

“When I lived with my sister in 
Long Beach in 2014 between Ocean 
[Boulevard] and [East] Broadway, 
not far from where I am now, I don’t 
remember seeing homeless people as 


see HOMELESS, page 5 
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RIOTS 


continued from page 3 


However, Medina remembers 
some white students talking about 
going into Los Angeles during the 
riots to take advantage of the chaos 
and loot stores. 

“They enjoyed the Holly- 
wood-ness of [it]. They were taking 
advantage of the disadvantaged? 
Medina said. “Whether they were 
talking seriously or not, I took it as 
kind of offensive” 

Though he took offense to those 
comments, he did express sympathy 
for his white classmates who were re- 
ceiving hatred because of the verdict, 
but were not responsible for what 
happened. 

“T felt sorry for the white people 
because [the situation] wasnt their 
fault, but [the violence] was against 
them,’ Medina said. 

Medina himself didn’t experience 
the riots in Long Beach, but he does 
remember seeing some of the after- 
math. 

“I remember the DMV on Willow 
Street,’ Medina said. “They burned 
that down” 

The building, previously on Pa- 
cific Avenue and Willow Street, was 
among many that were set on fire 
during the riots. City officials report- 
ed that more than 80 fires occurred, 
according to a Los Angeles Times 


article. 


Even those who were younger 
students at the time remember the 
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riots. 

“I remember my mom being 
scared, that’s what I remember the 
most; Lavelle Roberts reflected. 
“My mom is a strong woman, she's 
been through a lot in her life, not too 
many things could scare her. 

Now an Academic Skills Coach 
for CSULB’s Student Services Sup- 
port Program, Roberts was living 


...1 remember seeing 
people on top of their 
roofs and pretty much 
defending their businesses 
with guns and sawed-off 
rifles and machine guns, 
if you will. And they were 
pointed at people that 
look like me. 


-Lavelle Roberts 
CSULB Academic Skills 
Coach 99 


in South Central and in elementary 
school during the riots. 

At his home, his family used extra 
locks on the doors and had someone 
on watch throughout the weekend. 
He went from hanging out at the 
park near his home after school, to 
being picked up by a neighbor and 
driven straight home. 

“Tt was like the aftermath of a war 
zone; Roberts said. “It’s easy to pick 


those things out and say “Look, this 
is what these people are about:” 
He saw people break into stores 


‘for TVs, store owners taking ex- 


treme measures to defend their 
properties and buildings left marked 
by flames if not burnt entirely. 

“T think for a long time my view of 
others was definitely hindered, cause 
I remember seeing people on top of 
their roofs and pretty much defend- 
ing their businesses with guns and 


-sawed-off rifles and machine guns, 


if you will. And they were pointed 
at people that look like me. And 
[the gunmen] were not people that 
looked like mé; Roberts said. 

Asa child, seeing these images left 
an impression on Roberts and made 
him fearful for his own safety. 

“T think my understanding [was] 
kind of like: Alright, I need to stay 
close to my community, I need to 
only talk to my community, I need 
to only be a part of this and exclude 
any and every one else. I think that 
was something I battled with,’ Rob- 
erts said. ~ 

Conversations that Roberts had 
with his family and community 
about the riots led him to instead 


think about how to mobilize people . 


to have their voices heard and better 
the community. 

“To get to the root of all of these 
things is going to be very time-con- 
suming, very tedious, we're going to 
have to be very tactful, [and were] 
going to have to let various voices in 
the room for the words not to fall on 
deaf ears,’ he said. , 


Join our team! 
The Daily 49er is hiring. 


Daily 49er Advertising Account Ex- 


ecutive 


The role of an account executive is to 
develop new advertising clients for the 
Daily 49er and maintain relationships 
with existing clients. This includes 
continuous contact to counsel existing 
clients on building a successful adver- 
tising campaign, growing relationships 


_ with new clients and working closely 


together with manager, co-executives, 
and graphic design team of the news- 


paper. 


Must possess 


¢ Outstanding communication and 


interpersonal abilities. 


¢ Great sense of sales and customer 


service. 


¢ Responsibility organized and flexible 
in order to meet customer demands. 

¢ Capable of working as part of a © 
team, and at the same time strive for 


personal success 
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HOMELESS 


continued from page 4 


often as I do over here,” said Jacob Handy, 23. 

Handy, who has lived in the city on and off 
since 2014, can attest to the increased visi- 
bility of homeless being spotted in nontradi- 
tional areas. 

Now living with his twin brother in the 
same area, Handy says he sees a few displaced 
people every now and then, noting one regu- 
lar gentleman who stations himself outside of 
the local market. 

“He seems like 
he might have a 


mental disabili- % 
ty, but the people 
at the market are 
cool with him and 
they let him hang 
out awhile,” Handy 
said. addiction. 

The term “home- 
less” is a catch-all 
phrase “theant 10: int Councilman 
help categorize, not 
erase, underlying 
issues, according 
to Long Beach Fourth District Councilman 
Daryl Supernaw. 

“I don’t ever want to downplay the severity 
of this issue. These people are not all home- 
less, they also might be struggling with men- 
tal illness or addiction,” said Supernaw. “The 
practical way of dealing with this is provid- 
ing them with resources to help them get off 
the streets.” 

Allison King, Bureau Manager of the Long 


Santiago Canyon College wa 
national rankings of the 50 Best Community Colleges for 2016-17. 


I don’t ever want to downplay the . 
severity of this issue. ‘These people icin csconde ae 
are not all homeless, they also might — third —_—_ districts 
be struggling with mental illness or 


Daryl Supernaw, Long Beach Fourth 


Beach Housing Authority, agrees that an in- 
crease in city support services is a potential 
solution to the predicament. 

“I think it’s important to get the root level 


services in for those who need it,” King said. 


“There are a number of ways that you can do 
it, but when you locate a lot of indigent peo- 
ple together you have to have supportive ser- 
vices available. A social worker, occupational 
therapist or someone who can help with life 
skills to be able to ensure that people are be- 
ing referred to services that they need.” 
According to data from the newly launched 
Homelessness Education And Response 
Team, a subprogram of the Long Beach 
Fire Department 
known as HEART, 
by far the majori- 
ty of calls coming 
from the down- 


were medical-re- 
lated calls. 

New models 
‘of outreach like 
HEART have 
helped Long 


Beach report a re- 


duction in home- . 


lessness for a fourth consecutive year. 

However, Ramos notes that there is more 
work to be done in the fight to end homeless- 
ness in the city. 

“There are 1,200 people still out there,” 
said Ramos. “The most difficult people to 
engage are those with mental health issues 
or disabled, who sometimes refuse linkages 
to services for housing. In this respect, the 
process is much lengthier.” 
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* Rev up your summer - online and on-campus classes 


start June 18. 
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LITTLE 


‘Big Event’ 


he floor of Walter Pyramid filled with an audi- 
ence smaller than expected for the Associated 
Students Inc. Big Event 2017. To read about the 
show, see page 7. 


British Re-B singer Ella Mai, above, opened the Associated Students Inc. Big Event 2017 
Friday at the Walter Pyramid. Fans of Juicy J, right, raised their light up foam noodles 
during his set. 
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EVENTS 


Pyramid le 


A small audience provides a 
lively reception of R&B and 
hip hop artists Friday. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


The stage was set, the lights were dimmed and 
the seats of the Walter Pyramid were filled — well, 
sort of. 

Students received a slightly more intimate show 
than they might have expected with artists Ella 
Mai, Juicy J and Jeremih Friday night for the 2017 
ASI Big Event. With three nights left to prepare for 


Monday finals, students found themselves in one of 


three categories: those wanting to go to the concert 
but too busy with school, those who either don't 
know who Jeremih is or just don't care, and those 
who were engaged in the very loud distraction from 
the week ahead. As it would turn out, a majority of 
the school fell in one of the first two groups. 

A roar of cheers came from the seats as the em- 
cee shouted, “If you are ready, and over with finals, 
get loud.” It reminded everyone why they wanted 
to'let loose in the first place, and set the tone of the 
night, ° 

Though the crowd could have been larger, those 
who attended formed a crowd electric enough to 
make it a fun and exciting evening for themselves 


and the artists performing. Students jumped and 
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screamed, dancing to the heavy bass tracks of Juicy 
J, such as “Dark Horse” and “Bandz A Make Her 
Dance,” and sing along to the melodic vocals of 
Jeremih, as he performed songs such as “Oui” and 
“Birthday Sex?” 

“I appreciate you all for having me here, I had a 
blast on stage tonight; Jeremih said in a press con- 
ference following his performance. “Hopefully you 


all had fun as much as I did and I can't wait to come | 


back here and just turn up again.” 


» 


“My last song [was the highlight for me]? Ella 


‘Mai added. “Everyone was singing along with me, 


and everyone had their glow sticks out just having 
a good time.” 
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” - Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
R&B singer and headliner Jeremih brought the energy Friday night to a small turnout. 


The audience members were specifically told to 
stay in their seats, so naturally everyone’ first in- 
stinct was to charge the stage as soon as the music 
began. No one seemed to have hangups about danc- 
ing in place; but everyone seemed more comfort- 
able doing so once a huddle around the stage was 
formed. Those with stadium tickets couldn't afford 
that luxury, but it didn’t stop anyone from dancing 
in their seat, just never on their seat as security reg- 
ularly enforced. 

Jeremih, a spoken advocate for higher education, 
would’ve probably been happy to perform at Cal 
State Long Beach regardless of the turnout. i 

“L've always been an advocate, I feel like edu- 


Astronomy 


Film History 


OCC HAS THE CLASSES 
YOU WANT! SAVE TIME, 
SAVE MONEY! 


Transfers to CSULB. as: 


Introduction to Cultural Anthropology ; 


‘Human Biology 
Essential Public Speaking 


Essentials of Argumentation 


Principles of Sociology. 


Students currently enrolled at a four-year institution who plan to enroll in a summer course at OCC MUST receive permission from their four-year-institution 
counselor/advisor. The four-year institution counselor/advisor will determine how the course will be applied to the student’s degree. 


Summer Session begins June 12" 


Take transferable courses this summer in 4-8 weeks at Orange Coast College 
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ss than packed for Jeremih 


cation is key,’ said Jeremih. “It not only gave me 


knowledge, [but drive]... everyday just going 


and getting to it was really the daily basis [at my 


school]? 

He offered this advice to students, especially 
those pursuing degrees in the arts: “Stick with it, 
don't quit it, you’re bound to get it,’ Jeremih said. 

He says that what works for him is to just be 
himself, and be consistent and he encourages other 
artists to do the same. 

“T love to make music, so it’s not really that chal- 
lenging going in everyday, going up to the mic and 
just saying what I feel,” Jeremih said. “To remain 
consistent and creative is always one of the biggest 
challenges’for any artist.” 

Juicy J and Jeremih both agreed that it’s a good 
time to be in hip-hop and R&B, and to collaborate 
with other artists. 

“A lot of rappers have been singing and a lot of 
singers have been rapping, so when it comes to 
collaborations I feel like I've been here consistently 
because of that; Jeremih said. “I feel like R&B and 
Hip Hop are in a good state right now just do to 
that fact.” 

But after the music stopped, the lights turned off 
and the crowd euphoria faded, students returned to 
their studies for one last week. So, whether you were 
too busy, uninterested or had a great time taking 
yourself away from the books for a few hours Fri- 
day, every student can take away a little inspiration 


from Juicy J who said this about performing with 


a twisted ankle: “It ain't easy, but I make it work” 


MOVIE REVIEW 
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Netflix offers homage to the murder-mystery 


“Handsome” can’t 
get by on looks alone, 
too bad it’s not funny 
either. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


From William Powell in the classic 
~ 1930s “Thin Man.” series, to Humphrey 
Bogart in films like “The Big Sleep” and 
“The Maltese Falcon? to more recent 
examples of Brad Pitt in “Se7en” or Jake 
Gyllenhaal in Zodiac” the leading 
men in murder mysteries are always 
empirically handsome detectives. 

This one constant was finally dis- 
rupted in “Handsome: A Netflix Mys- 
tery Movie; where detective Gene 
Handsome is played by Jeff Garlin 
— whose most recent claim to fame is 
from his TV spot on ABC’s “The Gold- 
bergs,’ where he plays the distant, so- 
fa-loving matriarch, Murray Goldberg. 

As you might have guessed from the 
ironic title, the film isn’t a straightfor- 
ward murder mystery, but a satire. Or at 
least, it straddles the line of satire. 

My review in short would be that 
“Handsome; directed by Garlin, just 
isn’t funny enough to keep the audience 
invested. After starting film by intro- 
ducing us to a police force with a “Reno 
911” level of professionality, I was ex- 
pecting many more hijinks along the 
way than what was delivered. 

There is no denying that the film is 


absurd. As Handsome goes from site to « 


YouTube 


Actors Natasha Lyonne and Jeff Garlin co-star in the Netflix original mystery movie “Handsome.” 


site conducting interviews and uncov- 
ering new clues, I’m consciously aware 
that the dialogue in the movie is not 
the way people talk in the real world; at 
times it even seems to subtly pierce the 
fourth wall. But, therein lies the great- 
est flaw with this film, the absurdity, the 
fourth wall breaks and especially the 
satire are all too subtle. 

The comparison that kept begging 
to get made for me was with a lit- 
tle-known 2014 film called “Inherent 
Vice; in which Joaquin Phoenix plays 
a doped-up L.A. private investigator in 
the ‘70s. This too was a film that was 
highly absurd in the settings and char- 


Department of Journalism & 
Public Relations 


Spaces are filling fast. Enr 


acter interaction. However, “Inherent 
Vice” had a cast of A-list stars includ- 
ing Reese Witherspoon, Owen Wilson, 
Benicio Del Toro and many more, and 
though it was clearly a nontradition- 
al film, it never transcended the line 
into satire. In that intriguing film, the 
few big laughs that come along the way 
come as pleasant surprises. : 

“Handsome” stars actors known for 
their work in slapstick comedies and 
sitcoms, including Garlin and Natasha 
Lyonne, and assures audiences early 
on that it is indeed a satire, only to un- 
der-deliver on that promise. 

There is one redeeming factor to this 


film, though, the use of a now-rare sto- 
rytelling method. Under “genres” it is 
listed as comedy — sorry, that misses 
the mark — and mystery, a film genre 
that seems all but lost. 

The murder mystery was a 
once-prominent film genre, the prem- 
ise for most of Alfred Hitchcock’s no- 
table work, but it seems to have com- 
pletely transitioned into the television 
sector. In fact, after you get through 
every branch of “Law & Order, “CSI” 
and “NCIS, and begin sifting through 
your “Bones,” “Castle” and “The Men- 
talist”-type shows, there's not much left. 
Nowadays if a show neatly wraps up a 


Session | (5/30-7/7) 
JOUR 315 Literary Journalism (GE AREA: C2a, 
Captone F) 


. 


your skills as a writer 


new crime in every hour-long time slot 
it can air on primetime network televi- 
sion. 

Well, I miss the days when detectives 
were welcome protagonists in movies, 
when the web of clues could be convo- 
luted and interesting enough to keep 
an audience invested for a full-length 
feature film. 

According to Google searches the 


last notable detective movie released. 


in the U.S. was “Zodiac” in 2007, and 
it might just be because I was 14 when 
I saw it, but the appeal of that film was 
lost on me. “Prisoners” and “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo” also come up, 
but I consider those both to be be more 
tales of vengeance rather than detective 
work. This seems to be true now for all 
mysteries, there needs to be a greater 
element at play to keep the audience 
invested. 

Whether it’s “Se7en; “Memento,” or 
“The Usual Suspects” it’s not enough 
anymore for the detective just to reveal 
how he’s cracked the case in a room full 
of suspects; nope, there either has to be 


_ ahuge twist or a head in a box. 


“Handsome” was no different in that 
its tool to keep audiences invested was 
satire, the only problem was — there 
wasn't nearly enough. So, though I was 
glad just to see the mystery style of sto- 


rytelling tackled in this film, it strad- ~ 


dled the line in such careful balance 
that the film no longer worked. If the 
scale could have just tipped. in favor of 
either comedy or drama, the film might 
have gained the traction needed to suc- 
ceed. 


Learn the craft of literary journalis 
erpts from great literary journalists and hone 


JOUR 430 Communication Law & Policy : 

Know your rights! Become an expert on media 
law by exploring the relationships between the 
media andcourts. 
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Capstone F) 


ws Media 


(GE AREA: D2, 


Increase your knowledge of the media abroad. 
Learn to deciminate between propaganda 
and fake news. Explore how the internet has 
created anew wave of journalism. 


JOUR 498 Internship 
Have a summer internship? Make it count 
toward your degree! You will record your 
experiences online while learning tools and 
tactics to take with you in your career. 
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Memozrs of a finals week nightmare 


The Daily 49er remembers 
what it’s like to think you 
won't survive finals week — 
sometimes literally. 


Daily 49er Staff 


For everyone who is cracking under the pressure 
of finals, ’'m going to tell you some of the single 
most comforting words in the English dictionary. 
You are not alone. So if you feel like you life is in 
shambles, and no one could possibly understand 
what you're going through, remember we've all 
been there, and might be going there again (except 
for our sports editor, Matt Simon, who apparently 
does everything perfectly all the time). 


Just to reassure you, here are some final words -_ 


from the current Daily 49er staff, detailing the ter- 
ror we've all been through and will face again this 
week - maybe. 


Micayla Vermeeren, Editor-in-Chief 

Ah, yes, the finals week of my sophomore spring 
semester — ‘twas a beautiful day when I walked into 
my Minorities and the Media class with the lymph 
nodes on the right side of my neck distended past 
my jawline, both elbows bandaged from just-per- 
formed bloodwork and my face looking...no...after 
a few days of arduous exams and doctor’s visits. 
It's one thing to catch a cold around finals, with all 
the late nights and heavy stressors compounding 
upon students, jacking up immune systems left and 
right. It’s an entirely different story to end up in the 
position I was in that day. Quite literally overnight, 
my body started freaking the absolute hell out, 
and started giving me hellacious symptoms that 
seemed to align a bit too closely with everyone’s 
least favorite diagnosis. Thankfully, the biopsies I 
went through a few days after finals came back bor- 
derline, not positive (as did most of my grades for 
that semester, to be honest.) 


Miranda Andrade-Ceja, Managing Editor 

Imagine depriving your body of nutritional 
sustenance, water and sleep so your lips are cut 
up from dryness and your stomach is functioning 
off of those four cups of coffee, six spliffs and sev- 
en cans of Le Croix (lemon, it was on sale at the 
Grocery Outlet) for the better part of the week. 
Imagine keeping yourself up late (early?) enough 


Harvard law student Elle Woods doesn’t let studying for finals get her down. 


to hear birds brightly chirping, all the while you 
haven't had the motivation to wash your hair (and 
the motivation to get your schoolwork done is 
completely and utterly contrived) and temples feel 
like glass getting hit by a sledgehammer because 
you've been reading the same PowerPoint sentence 
over and over again. Now imagine that you gradu- 
ally came to the realization that you were so busy 
trying to function for most of the semester (two 
jobs, one full time, full-time school schedule, pret- 
ty much full financial independence), that you are 
now writing a 12-page book report and 10-page re- 
search paper in single nights and haven't really ab- 
sorbed a single bit of information that you should 
have retained throughout the past several months. 

In short, you might have learnt close to nothing 
from this semester of college. At least it’s almost 
over. 


Valerie Osier, News Editor 

My last semester before transferring to CSULB 
was insanely stressful. Mostly because I had to take 
all my finals a week early to leave for an out-of- 
state internship. I had to take an incomplete in one 
class because my professor wouldn't allow me to 
take my final early. But the stress of taking most 


of my finals early plus wrapping up the last issue 
of my community college newspaper plus prepar- 
ing for a two-month trip to Oklahoma was insane. 
Sidenote/finals week pro-tip: while I was in Okla- 
homa, there was this great grocery store called Al- 
di’s where they sold really good discount groceries. 
Aldi’s is now in California, too! That's where I get 
my really good knock-off RedBull that only costs 
$2.99 for a 4 pack. Beats paying over $3 for one 
RedBull at school. That’s what I live off of during 
finals. It's also called Red Thunder and you can say 
it in a cool voice. 


Jason Enns, Art & Life Editor 

I don't have any specific nightmare persay, be- 
cause every finals week is pretty much the same for 
me. See, where as most people stress about finals 
for weeks, I stress out intensely for only a few days. 
Procrastination is not a flaw, it is a tool that allows 
me to achieve my ultimate level of productivity; 
necessity is the greatest motivator. Pressure turns 
coal into diamonds. It’s always the same. The pres- 
sure crashes on me like a meteor to earth, I stay 
up all night before it’s due and as the rest of the 
world goes to sleep and I am left with my angst and 
the serenity of night. Here I reached peak perfor- 
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mance, and manage to do a whole semester’s worth 
of work in a matter of hours. 


Matthew Simon, Sports Editor 
Memoirs of a finals week nightmare? Can't re- 
late. 


Hanna Suarez, Opinions Editor 
Essays. Essays. Essays. Essays. Existential crisis. 
Essays. Essays. Essays. Essays. 


Jose De Castro, Photo Editor 

The time I was almost done with my engineer- 
ing project and I realized that I had run out of Skit- 
tles. I lost all of my focus and wanted to go to the 
store and buy more Wild Berry Skittles. Sadly, it 
was 3 a.m. and most stores were closed. I tried so 
hard and got so far and in the end it didn’t even 
matter because I didn’t have my Skittles. 


Lindsey Maeda, Design Editor 

The group study floor of the library is like Sa- 
tan’s butthole. The body heat, hysterical chatter and 
smell of fart is a recipe for disaster. 


Liam Brown, Special Issues Editor 

Chalk it up to stubborn perfectionism, but my 
most recent finals week nightmare was so scary it 
occurred weeks before finals. I missed turning in 
an essay in one of my general education classes and 
thought it was the end of the world — my grade 
was plummeting. I wouldn't be able to restore it, 
and I even went so far as to go to the liberal arts 
advising center asking about taking the class cred- 
it/no-credit, knowing full well I had missed the 
deadline. Cue full-on existential crisis before I used 
my handy-dandy Calculator app to figure out the 
obvious: one rinky-dink essay wasn't going to tank 
my grade. It's why I’m not a math major. Moral of 
the story: always check the facts and don’t sweat 
the small stuff. 


Jade Inglada, Assistant Design Editor 

I don't recall having a finals nightmare prior to 
the one I’m living in right now. Sure, I have one 
that’s already finished, but the last three fall one 
right after the other and J still have a lot of writing 
to do by Wednesday. I’m torn between not worry- 
ing about it too much and crying into my pillow 
to relieve some stress. I think I'll be fine as long 
as I don’t sleep for the next 72 hours and don’t go 
home. Find out next week if I made it out of this 
semester alive with any of my sanity intact! 
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10 OPINIONS 


Avo- ‘consequenc- 


es’ of the fruit’s — 
popularity 


The increase in global 
demand for avocados 
‘does not come with an 
increase in knowledge 

on how to handle it. 


By Hanna Suarez 
Opinions Editor 


y now, many. students 
have probably heard 
about the transatlantic ca- 
lamity foodies are facing: 
“avocado hand.” I heard 
it first via Remezcla, a media brand by 
and for young Latin Americans. Their 
content, which is frequently shared on 
Facebook, angles their news and culture 
stories with a new focus, straying from 
traditionally respected Latin media 


tales 


outlets. Andrea 
Gompf’s opening 
statement read- 
ing: “The world’s 
love affair with 
avocados appar- 
ently comes with 
a dark side: rising 
demand-3-freling 
iHtegal—deforesta- 
gtingos keep cut- 
ting their hands 
opening them? 

The article, 
like many that 
have sprung up 
regarding the matter, carries on to ex- 
plain that “avocado hand” has become a 
serious problem, as reported by British 
news service The Times. 

As Gompf cites, “British avocado eat- 
ers are landing in the emergency room 
with avocado-related hand injuries so 
frequently that surgeons are calling it 
‘Avocado Hand... — the accidents be- 
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The increase in demand 
for avocados has resulted 
in impatient handling 

of them, which in itself 
represents how supply of 
avocados is impacted. 


ing largely due to lack’of knowledge in 
handling the fruit. But Remezcla’s ini- 
tial use of ridicule and humor is more 
than a confident display of culture or 
California and Mexican avocado priv- 
ilege — it is an attempt to shed light on 
the irresponsible and gluttonous global 
demand of avocados. 

As someone who makes guacamo- 
le for a living, I can say that the few 
knife incidents I have had were due to 
carelessness while chopping food on a 
cutting board. Cooks must always heed 
the. “spider-fingers” technique while 
cutting, slicing, etc., (curving the fin- 
gers on the hand which holds the food 
in place, ie. the one that doesn't hold 
the knife). 

But this becomes moot for avoca- 
dos which are normally cupped in the 
hand, away from the safety of the sur- 
face. And while I can say that I have de- 
veloped a knack for handling the fruit, 
it was a learning 
process which 
developed over 
time. 

As it were, I 
came across an 
incident during 
one my early food 
service jobs. I was 
working an event 
at the Long Beach 
Convention Cen- 

ter, and I was 

99 assigned to slice 

several cases of 

avocados. Myself 

and a co-worker 

were quickly thwarted: the avocados 
we were given were not anywhere near 
ripe. They were green as hell and hard 
as baseballs. Our self-confidence was 
surely tested as we suffered case after 
case, pitting and shelling and knicking 
our fingers all for a quick taste of ome- 
ga-3s — in the end, nothing more than 
a trendy garnish to make the food ap- 
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pear more haute. 

In retrospect, it was a glimpse of 
what would end up happening world- 
wide. The increase in demand for av- 
ocados has resulted in impatient han- 
dling of them, which in itself represents 
how supply of avocados is impacted. 
While avocados are not solely sourced 
from Mexico, they are the world’s larg- 
est supplier and Central Mexico has 
been dealing with the brunt of that re- 
sponsibility. 

Last fall, many restaurants stateside 
felt the shortage in avocados — my 
place of work had to full-on stop serv- 
ing them for about a month. This de- 
mand is undoubtedly correlated to the 
lucrative efforts of Mexican avocado 
farmers, who have been contributed to 
the major deforestation in Central Mex- 
ico, Newsweek reported in an August 
2016 article. And even so, agriculture’s 
leading news outlet The Packer reports 
in a recent April piece that Mexican av- 
ocado production has dropped due to 
the fruit’s natural growing cycles. 

However, the article also indicates 
that Mexican avocado suppliers are 
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not fazed by the 20 percent decrease 
in production because of increase in 
global demand. Dr. Ramén Paz, stra- 
tegic advisor for Michoacan’s Avocado 
Producer and Exporting Packer Asso- 
ciation, does conclude that while U.S. 
exports slightly decreased, there was an 


increase in distribution to Japan, Cana- - 


da, Europe, China and South America. 

The most dramatic and exaggerated 
productions of avocado consumption 
are seen in avocado themed-restaurants 
abroad like Tokyo's Madosh! Cafe, or 
Amsterdam's Avocado Show — where 
the fruits creatively showcased beyond 
the scope of popularized dishes like av- 
ocado toast. : 

If global demand helps Mexican ay- 
ocado farmers stay in business, there 
needs to be less of a year-round de- 
mand. Avocados are apparently com- 
ing at a physically taxing price across 
the pond, why can't the market sac- 
rifice some of the demand in order to 
be more intuitive to the fruit’s natural 
production? 

I know these are idealist waves in 
a sea full of capitalist sharks. Never- 
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theless, in the Marxist expression: We 
cannot tell from the taste of the avo- 
cado the conditions from which it was 
grown. The fruit’s nutty, rich flavor does 
not taste like exploitative production or 
deforestation — it’s delicate, palatable 
for nutty, rich people around the world. 

For my family, avocados have al- 
ways been a patient process. In fact, 
my grandparents from my mother’s 
side once owned an orchard in Micho- 
acan, where my grandmother is from 
- themselves driven out of business by 
major exporters unwilling to pay what 
the fruit was worth in order to increase 
their own profit. My mother recalls 
the summer she worked the fields; the 
smell of manure and soil, the clouds 
rolling through the hills — merging the 
material earth with the spiritual. 

Now the landscape’s emerald forests 
are gone, the spirits’ whispers tram- 
pled by agribusiness. And while rest of 
the world grabs the avocado before it’s 
ready, while they beg the seed for the 
fruit it is unable to offer and slice their 
hands open as consequence — we 
wait, and we wait for the price to fall. 
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BASEBALL, 


Success away from Blair 


The No. 8 
Dirtbags take 
care of business 
to win eighth 
straight weekend 
series. 


By Luke Ramirez 


: Assistant Sports Editor 


The No. 8 Long Beach State 
Dirtbags Friday and Sunday 
starters turned in two great 
pitching performances in the 
team’s series victory against 
Minnesota. Junior Darren 
McCaughan and senior Dave 
Smith opened and closed 
the series on the mound and 
guided LBSU to wins. 

In game one, McCaughan 
took the mound after coming 
off a complete game shutout 
against Cal Poly (23-17, 11- 
7) May 5. The LBSU (32-16- 
1, 15-3) ace pitcher lasted 7 
1/3 innings, allowed two runs 
and struck out four Minneso- 
ta (30-17) in Friday’s 3-2 win. 

McCaughan improved 
his season record to 7-2 and 
now has an ERA of 2.93. He 


FROM THE MULTICULTURAL CENTER 


American Indian Graduation 
Celebration 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 


6:00am 


University Student Union - 
Ballrooms 
Contact: 
Anna.nazarian@csulb.edu 


Chicano/Latino Graduation Celebration 


a 


induced 12 ground ball outs 


with the help of his mid-‘80s — 


sinking fastball and looks to 
be in top form with two more 
regular season starts on May 
19 and 25. 


Senior first baseman Dan-. 


iel Jackson hit a go-ahead 
home run in the top of the 


sixth inning that gave LBSUa __ 


2-1 lead and put his starting 
pitcher in line for the win. It 
was Jackson's fourth home 
run of the campaign and the 
Dirtbags’ veteran leader has 
shown much better power 
numbers over the last month. 
LBSU gave up nine runs 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning of game two that lead 
to a 12-6 Gopher win. Junior 
starting pitcher John Sheaks 
gave up five runs over five and 
¥% innings in a losing effort, 
dropping his record to 7-2 
and raising his ERA to 3.55. 

_ Junior shortstop Laine 
Huffman continuéd his torrid 
month of May with a 4 for 4 
day at the plate, scoring a run 
and driving one in for LBSU. 
After the series, Huffman’s 
ERA jumped to .328 and he 
is now the Dirtbags second 
leading hitter. 


Lucas Tancas, the LBSU 
junior left fielder was 2 for 3 
with a 3-run home run and 
now leads the team with nine 


-home runs and a .552 slug- 


ging percentage. 

With the series tied 1-1, 
the Dirtbags’ offense explod- 
ed for nine runs behind ju- 
nior right fielder Brock Lund- 
quist’s 2 for 4, 2 RBI day at 
the plate. Sophomore second 
baseman Jarren Duran hit 
leadoff for the Dirtbags and 
was | for 2 with 2 RBIs in LB- 
SU’s 9-1 win. 

Minnesota was stifled for 
runs by Smith, who started 
the decisive game three for 
the Dirtbags (7.0 IP, 8 H, 1 
ER, 4 Ks). Smith also picked 
up his seventh victory 2017 
and now all three LBSU 
weekend starters have seven 
wins. 

Sophomore relief pitch- 
er Tyler Radcliffe threw two 
scoreless and hitless innings 
to clinch the series against 
Minnesota. 

LBSU will be back at 
Blair Field May 19-21 for a 
Big West conference series 
against Hawai'i (26-17,8-8 
Big West). 


Pan-African Graduation 


Celebration 


Sunday, May 21, 2017 
Morning session: Grad check in - 8:00am, Doors 


open - 9:00am, Ceremony - 10:00am 
Evening session: Grad check in - 2:00pm, Doors 
open - 3:00pm, Ceremony - 4:00pm 


Walter Pyramid 
Contact: lsu.csulb@gmail.com 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH 


Multicultural Affairs 


DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS 


Saturday, May 20, 2017 
2:00pm 
Walter Pyramid 
Contact: 
csulbblackgrad30@gmail.com 


Pilipino Graduation Celebration 
University Student Union - 


Lbculturalpac@gmail.com 


- Vietnamese Cultural Graduation 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 


University Student Union - Ballrooms 
Contact: vietgradcsulb@gmail.com 
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oe 


Jose De Castro | Daily 49er 
Senior Dave Smith pitched 5 2/3 innings while allowing three runs on nine hits in a lost against 
CSUN April 15. Smith earned his seventh win of the season against Minnesota defeating the Go- 
phers 9-1 while giving up one run and eight hits Sunday at Siebert Field. 


\ 
My 


ion schedule: 


Cambodian Graduation Celebration 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 
11:00am 
University Student Union - Ballrooms’ 
Contact: 
cambodianstudentsociety 
@gmail.com 


Saturday, May 20, 2017 
11:00am 


Ballrooms 
Contact: 


Lavender Graduation 
Celebration 
Monday, May 22, 2017 
6:00pm - 8:00pm 
University Student Union - 
Ballrooms 
Contact: Jon.Higgins@csulb.edu 


Celebration 


5:00pm 


WISHING ALL STUDENTS A HAPPY 
_AND RESTFUL SUMMER. : 
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. : Ben Hammerston | Daily 49er 
The Long Beach State women’s basketball team celebrated their first Big West Conference title since 1991 on March 11 at the Honda Center. The 49ers ended the season with a 23-11 (12-4) record. 


YEAR 


The Beach has found consistent success over the 
course of the 2016-2017 athletic year. 


Cs aie PE By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


t has been a very successful year 

for Long Beach State athletics as 

multiple sports won their respec- 

tive conference championships 
this season. 

The women’s soccer team kicked off 
the 2016-2017 year with a dominating 
3-0 win against UC Irvine Nov. 6. The 
team finished conference play 4-1-3, 
but cruised through the Big West tour- 
nament with wins against the No. 1 and 
No. 2 seeds. * 


EAST FACTS 
TO BE CONTINUED? 


Following the women’s soccer 
team, the women’s basketball team, 
led by former coach Jody Wynn, won 
the Big West Tournament for the first 
time since the 1991-1992 season with 
a 56-55 win against UC Santa Barbara 
March 11. 

Rounding out LBSU’s year of success 
so far is the men’s volleyball team. The 
team won its first MPSF title ever with 
a 3-1 win over Hawai'i April 22 in the 
Walter Pyramid. 


* With the academic year coming to an end, the Long Beach 
State baseball team is the remaining team with its eyes on 
__a Big West Championship. Last year, the Dirtbags lost to Cal 
State Fullerton in the final series before advancing to the 


NCAA Tournament. 


+, This year with a solid lineup LBSU is making a push for the 

___ Big West title. After its series win against Minnesota this 
weekend, the Dirtbags will host Hawai'i for three to finish 
out its Big West conference home schedule. 

* just like last year, the Dirtbags look to compete with Cal State _ 
Fullerton for the top spot, but this year heading into the final 
two series of the season LBSU sits in the No.1 spot. 


Above: The wom- 
en’s soccer team 
took home their 
third Big West 
Tournament title 
defeating UC Irvine 
at George Allen 
Field Nov. 6. The 
49ers concluded 
their season with 
a 10-7-4 (4-1-3) 
record. 

Left: No.1 men’s 
volleyball captured 
their first-ever 
MPSE Champi- 
onship April 22 at 
Walter Pyramid 
defeating Hawai’i 
3-1. The 49ers 
ended the season 
with a 27-4 (16-2) 
record. 


Photos by Ben 
Hammerton and 
Bobby Yagake | 
Daily 49er 


